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Wide Island Update

Editor's Statement

Welcome to the July/August edition of
Wide Island View! In this issue, you'll find
articles on Guam, volunteering in India, a
review of the Film Fest, AJET and PA intro-
ductions, a seemingly difficult recipe that
turns out to be quite simple and a guide
to upcoming summer and fall events. We
hope you enjoy this issue of Wide Island
View and don't hesitate to write to us at
wideislandview@gmail.com if you have
any comments, suggestions or ideas for
future articles.

The Village Kids (photo by Isaac Reichenbach)

O-SUSUME DESU!
VOLUNTEERING IN

INDIA

by ISAAC REICHENBACH

Travel in India from a volunteer’s perspective.

Some might say that 'm not good at
planning. Others might say I'm an idiot.
I like to think I'm “spontaneous.” Re-

This is the last issue with us as editors,
but have no fear: Wide Island View will
continue on! The new editors will be Gail
Meadows and Josh Zimmerman. Thanks
for a great year!

We need your story ideas and submis-
sions! If you've traveled during your stay
in Japan, or have a vast knowledge or
interest in an aspect of Japanese culture
that you'd like to share with your fel-
low JETs, please feel free to write us at
wideislandview@gmail.com.

Happy Reading!

MATT and JEN

gardless of the exact reason, I have paid

too much, used too much nenkyuu, and
failed to capitalize on prime traveling
times (Christmas 07: went to Fukuoka.
It was ma-ma.) Anyways, sometimes
things just fall into place. They happen.
And they happen in a great way, like
when I went to India during Golden
Week this year.

At first we only had a couple things

on the agenda, some must-sees and a
possible stop up in Nepal. But after the
advice from a few friends who recently
visited India (“Don’t wing it.”), we



Building Homes (photo by Isaac Reichenbach)

decided not to wing it. A few days later
I received an e-mail about volunteering
with a non-profit organization called
Longitude. The team of volunteers, 21
JETs, would be building houses for ten
days in southern India, in a small village
affected by the 2004 Asian Tsunami. I
was intrigued! We filled out the applica-
tions, were accepted, and began raising
financial support. The more money we
raised, the more houses we could build,
and the more lives we could enhance!
It’s science. I knew right away that this
was a good cause. I finally felt like I'd be
doing something with my life.

Upon arriving at the simple K/I vil-
lage (Kotha Santhram/ Indirinagar) in
Andhra Pradesh, I felt as if I had been
taken back in time... to a scene from
The Gods Must Be Crazy. It seemed like
a different world. If poverty could be
properly witnessed, it was then and
there. It is a “Dalit” village, which
means that it is comprised of the
“Untouchables” of India. They are the
lowest of the low in the Indian caste
system. And for that reason, they have
yet to receive sufficient aid or recogni-
tion from the government since the
fatal tsunami over three years ago. The
injustice is unbelievable.

The majority of the next ten days would
be spent in the village, putting in long
hours of moving bricks and cement,
playing with the kids, enduring the
blazing sun and combating Dehli Belly
(see: explosive diarrhea). It soon became
apparent to us that as cool as volun-
teering sounds, it can be grueling and
painful work. We broke into teams and
helped the masons in constructing the

modest brick houses. The jobs ranged
from making a brick assembly line, to
lifting plates of wet cement, to pouring
roof casting, and even to fetching water.
We worked in the morning and late
afternoon, taking a break mid-day when
the sun was most fierce. During our
break, we ate lunch, rested, played cards
or hacky-sack, and hung out with the
village people... not to be confused with

The Village People.

Because the villagers spoke their native
Telugu language, our ability to com-
municate clearly was nearly impossible.
However, having experience both with
JTEs and with using hand motions,

we managed to do our best. Despite
only using the basics of the language
we picked up, I felt as if I were con-
necting with the people. Whether I was
lifting kids in the air, arm wrestling,

or handing bricks to a mason, even
through slight facial expressions and
smiles, I became attached to them. One
kid I was working with, 15-year-old
Yankayat, kept saying “jyokobi” to me.
I'd repeat it, making my voice as low as
possible, and he'd get a kick out of it.
Since this happened on the first day, it
kind of became our thing. We would
just say “jyokobi” back and forth. Then
it caught on with the other kids. The
adults also found it amusing. I later
found out that he was actually call-

ing me “Jacob” because I looked like

a previous volunteer. It was fun while
it lasted. As simple as my interactions
with the people were, I can assure you,
they won't soon be forgotten.

It’s impossible to sum up such an experi-
ence in 900 words. There’s so much

to tell. I didn't even touch on the food
(mostly curry, except for the Domino’s

TRAVELTIPS
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: Top Tips

. Volunteer in India- it's good to not
1 always think about yourself.

. © See the Taj- though slightly expen-
1 sive (2,500 yen), it's worth it.

. ® Book a taxi from the airport- even
1 though the driver will be creepy,
| he'I.I be less creepy than your alter-
1 native.

. Prepare your stomach by eating
1 yogurt and praying- Dehli belly is a
. force that deserves your respect.
1 Bring a camera- you'll want one.
. Butdon't let it get stolen while
1 you're swimming in the ocean. It
1

X happene_d to a guy once.

1 Don't drink the water- because
1 1 . .

. you'll get sick. And die.
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Other Tips

e DON'T fly with China Eastern. |
often use No1-travel: 06-6345-
4700. Ask for Noreen (she has a
nice voice). www.no1-travel.
com/kix

e Book hostels and taxis in advance
over the internet.

e Hiring a driver is useful and cheap,
but make sure you discuss every
thing before leaving.

e Volunteer with Longitude. | met
some cool JETs from all over
Japan. www.golongitude.org

Arm Wrestling (photo by Isaac Reichenbach)

Pizza in New Delhi). Nor did I men-
tion the cows and pigs everywhere. Or
how I almost stole a few kids. We had a
ceremony for the first house completed
and it was a special moment. To see the
fruit of our hard labor and the money
we raised was an incredible thing. The
people were so grateful, thanking us and
calling us gods. It’s such a beautiful coun-
try with such beautiful people. Check it
out. Volunteering in India might just be
the rewarding and worthwhile experience
you've been looking for! §



Fukuyama Film Fest Winners: Kyo, Isaac, Toby, and Ethan from left to right (photo by Kyo Morita)

EVENT IN REVIEW

by BILL LAWSON

Fukuyama Film Festival

Bill Lawson reviews the Fukuyama Film Fes-
tival, an annual film-making JET event open
to everyone.

First, let me say that one of the hosts,
Bill Lawson, was totally great and the
other host, | think his name is Matt Ha-
zel, needs a hair cut. Really, what was he
thinking?

The 3rd annual Fukuyama “Let's” Film
Festival was held on May 31, 2008. As
one of the organizers of this event | can
say without any bias that this one was
definitely one of the top three ever! With
each year, attendance at the festival has
increased and we hope to see that trend
continue into the future. This year the
amount of participants decreased, but
the level and spirit of the movies and
commercials in the festival was right on
par.

There was anticipation in the air right
from the start, and everyone was very
excited to see what the filmmakers had
created. This year the line was “Are those
real?”, the prop was a can of ramen or
corn soup and the location was a kara-

oke box. The winning movie, “Welcome
to Fukumichi,” was a big hit with au-
dience members. Like most movies in
this year's festival, this film by Toby Ley
and Ethan Kate was a comedy. | think
it showed that not all foreigners living
in Japan are as cool as they think they
really are. The top commercial went to
“Botch Punch Cleaner” by Bill Lawson,
Michael Halualani and Matt Hazel.

Second place went to “Oh Brother, Where
Aren't Thou,” the story of two brothers
who come to Japan for different reasons.
Third place was won by “The Pocky Kid,"
the third installment of the Pocky trilogy.
But no matter if a movie placed or not, |
think that everybody who took the time
to make a movie was a winner that night.
They were rewarded with the sounds an
audience makes when they see or hear
something that is funny, scary, smart or
exciting.

Everyone who made a film or commer-
cial took a chance and made something
they can call their own. One of the peo-
ple who created this festival is starting
animation school this year, so, like him,
you might even find your calling through
the Fukuyama Film Festival. So, get your
camera out and start filming! To watch
this year's or past years’ movies go to
letsfilmfestival.com! §

NIHONGO
BENKYOU

by ALEXIS FRANKS

nihon no kotowaza
Japanese Proverb

Chiri mo tsumoreba yama to naru.

Even dust, if piled up, becomes a
mountain.

Little things add up.

o , chiri, dust

ok , , tsumoruy, to pile
up

o , yama, mountain

o , haru, to become

nihon no giseigo
Japanese Onomatopoeia

chaku chaku to

steadily; step by step

e Kensetsu kouji wa chaku chaku to
susunde imasu.

e The construction work is making
steady progress.



travel:

GUAM

Kellie Kunzman shares her experiences

traveling in beautiful Guam.

AMERICA...
WITH A TWIST!

by KELLIE KUNZMAN

Many people seemed quizzical when

I told them I would be venturing to
Guam during the Golden Week vaca-
tion. “Why would you go to Guam?

It’s an American territory and it’s full of
Japanese tourists!” I think a better ques-
tion is, “Why wouldn’t I go to Guam?”
Tropical beaches, perfect weather and
‘gaijin stares’ were already well used

TRAVELTIPS

Getting There

There are flights daily from Hiro-
shima, Osaka (Kansai) and Fukuoka
year round. Approximate flight time
is three hours and thirty minutes.

Getting Around

There is plenty to see within walking
distance, but it is worth renting a
car for at least one day and heading
south. Taxis in Guam are expensive.
There are two bus routes in the
touristy area of Tumon Bay. The first
route is $2 each way, and takes you
to the popular shopping areas. The
other route offers touristy destina-
tions at various prices (but these
schedules are all in Japanese).

Links

http://www.visitguam.org

Guam Visitors Bureau site. Informa-
tion on Chamorro culture and vari-
ous activities in Guam.

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/
worldguide/guam/
Lonely Planet guide to Guam.

http://www.guamportal.com/
Great resources for Guam tourists
- complete with maps, schedules of
events, and recommended hotels.

Sunset at Tumon Bay (photo by Kellie Kunzman)

View from Two Lovers Point (photo by Kellie Kunzman)

to made Guam very appealing for my
friends and I.

The number one thing I would suggest
a visitor to Guam do is rent a car for
an evening or two and drive around
the island. I've been told you can drive
the entire coast of Guam in about four
hours (it took us much longer because
we stopped to take in all the sights
along the way). This is impressive
considering there are no highways and
the maximum speed limit is 35 miles.
While driving around the coast, my
friends and I saw various war remnants,
gorgeous mountains, many beaches and
also how the locals (called Chamorros)

spend their time.

While you have the car, I suggest going
to quite possibly the most beautiful
beach I've ever seen: Ritidian Beach. We
were fortunate enough to have a local
take us there for a free snorkeling les-
son. It’s quite a drive and off the beaten
path, but, when we went, the water was
crystal clear and the beach was basically
secluded because many tourists stay

at Tumon Bay and do not venture far
from their hotels. Bring cans of Vienna
Sausages along with you and hold them
out to watch the fish nibble at your
fingertips! I'd also suggest not swim-
ming too far out, as the tide can take a
beating on you and the coral can do a
lot of damage to your legs. And most
importantly: wear sunscreen. Man, did



we ever learn our lesson on that one!
Also, while you have the car, make sure
to stop at a restaurant called PROA.

We were in Guam for only five days
but made a stop here twice for lunch.
They had the best fresh snapper dish we
had ever tasted, along with lots of fresh
salads and local Chamorro style recipes.

One place all of the tour books recom-
mend is Two Lovers Point. It’s another
great place you should check out while
in Guam. If the Chamorro love folklore
doesn’t entice you (it is said that two
lovers jumped to their death amongst
these cliffs with their hair tied together

JULYeAUGeSEPT

CALENDAR

e July 12

Hiroshima Leaver’s Party

Say goodbye to your fellow JETs at the
Mitsukoshi Beer Garden in Hiroshima
from 6:30 to 10. Tickets are only 2700 yen
for the ladies and 3000 yen for the guys.

¢ July 26

Sumiyoshi Festival in Onomichi
Watch the fireworks from the waterfront
or hillsides of beautiful Onomichi.

e July 30

New Arrivals (A Group)

Escape the BOE by going to the airport to
welcome the new JETs.

¢ August 6

Hiroshima Atomic Bombing Anni-
versary

This year is the 63rd anniversary of the
bombing of Hiroshima. There are many
events held in the city, but not to be
missed are the floating lanterns in the
Peace Park. Simply haunting.

¢ August 6
New Arrivals (B Group)

¢ August 8-10
Mihara Yassa Festival
"Yassa” dance the night away in Mihara.

¢ August 11-13

Hiroshima Orientation

Three days of helpful seminars in Hiro-
shima and a chance to meet all of your
fellow JETs.

in a knot because they were forbidden
to wed) then the view certainly will. It’s
definitely the best view on the island.

Before you return your car, don’t forget
to make one last stop at the K-Mart of
all K-Mart’s. I know, I know... K-Mart
in America is a dump, but in Guam
they take it seriously. Guam is home to
the world’s largest K-Mart (we're talking
parking lot on the roof, people) that is
open 24 hours. I'd like to say that we
spent three hours in there because one
of our travel companions was Irish and
had yet to have a K-Mart experience,
but I'm sure we would have been in

* August 14

Miyajima Fireworks

Fireworks on Miyajima; crowded, but very
cool.

¢ August 18-22

Saijo Language Camp

A week of Japanese study in Saijo for all
first years.

¢ Early September

AJET Mt. Fuji Trip

Every year AJET arranges a trip to climb
Mt. Fuji. We expect this year won't be dif-
ferent. It's a great trip, just try not to think
about work the next day!

¢ September

Sign-up for the Hiroshima Peace
Marathon

The Peace Marathon (actually the longest
event is a 10km) is not until November,
but remember to sign up in September.

¢ September

Sign-up for the JLPT

The JLPT is not until December, but you
must sign-up by early September. Order
forms are available at local book stores.

* Movies:

May 10 The Hunting Party
July 26 Kung Fu Panda
Happening
August 9 The Dark Knight
August 23 Sex and the City
Sept. 27 Iron Man
September Wanted

there that long even if she wasn't with
us. K-Mart is walking distance from the
main hotel area, but you need the car to
get all of your purchases back to your
hotel room.

After more than five days in Guam, [
think I would have gotten bored, so
don’t plan an extended trip there. The
hospitality of the locals, the good food
and the beautiful beaches make it a
wonderful place to venture to. If you
want a place to relax in that has the
comforts of American culture (large
shopping malls, Taco Bell, Wendy’s, au-
thentic Mexican food, ENGLISH!) then
Guam is a great place to consider! §

AJEThulletin

AJET is a group, partially funded by the
JET Programme, that aims to bring JETs
together and organizes various trips and
events throughout the year.

These are your Hiroshima-ken AJET Rep-
resentatives for 2008-2009.

” A - AN
7 ¥ >

Callum Watson (Inter-prefectural Events)

Hi, I'm Callum, I'm from the UK and I'm
going into my second year as an ALT in
Fukuyama. I've had quite a lot of fun
this year doing both AJET and non-AJET
events so I'm looking forward to continu-
ing the good traditions while organising
some new events outside the city so that
all you people recontracting and the new-
bies can have a chance to see a bit more
of the rather fantastic prefecture that we
live in.

Joining Callum will be Tanya Carter (Char-
ity Coordinator) and Aaron Sponseller

(Local Events). 05



RECIPE:

Delicious tamago-yaki (photo by Julia Mayeda)

Tamago-Yaki

by JULIA MAYEDA

INGREDIENTS:

* 3 Eggs

e 1 1/2 TBS Sugar

® 1/3 tsp Salt

® 2 TBS Water

¢ QOil to coat the pan

e Rectangular Tamago-Yaki Frying Pan

e Mix the ingredients and lightly break
up the egg yolks without actually
beating the eggs

e Coat the pan with oil and set over
low heat

e Spoon in egg mixture to cover the
bottom of the pan in a thin layer

o After the mixture is almost cooked
(about 30 seconds to 1 minute) begin
folding

¢ To fold, start at the handle end, and
use chopsticks or a spatula to lift

* Move the folded egg mass back to
the handle end of the pan

e Coat the pan with oil and spoon in
more egg mixture

® Be sure to lift your cooked egg
slightly to let some of the raw mix-
ture seep underneath

e After the new mixture is almost
cooked begin folding from the
handle end

e Continue until you have no more
mixture, about 5 times

NOTES:

e This is one of my favorite Japanese
dishes, but | was always afraid to
make it thinking my cooking skills
weren't up to it. After being shown
how to make it by my Japanese
friend | realized how easy it is!

e These ingredients are just the basic
components, you can play around
with them to make yours sweeter or
saltier or enhance it with other
ingredients such as cheese, corn,
green onions, ham or anything you
like!

e Preparation Time: 10 minutes

DIRECTIONS: about 1 1/2 cm of egg and fold over
e Combine eggs, sugar, salt and water e Continue fOIdIng until you reach the
in a bowl end Tamagoyaki Pan (photo by Google Images)

Clothing Drive!

by LAURA GRAHAM

If you are leaving Japan this year, you
may have piles of clothes that you either
no longer need or don't want to pay to
transport home. Of course you could put
them out for recycling, disguise them as
cushions and irritate your successor . . .
or you could donate them to this year's
AJET clothing drive and bask in the smug
glow of knowing your togs have gone to
people who need them.

Last year Alex Kay and | collected bags
from departing JETs at the Sayonara Par-
ty, sorted through them to eliminate the
sweat-patched, damaged stuff, and sent
off boxes to the Japan Relief Clothing
Center (JRCC) in Kobe that then sends

the clothes to countries in need. Last
year they went to earthquake victims in
Peru.

Because of the costs involved (transport-
ing the clothes to our apartments, ar-
ranging a delivery company to take them
to Kobe, paying the JRCC to send them
abroad) we appeal to everyone who gives
us a bag of clothes to make a donation
of 500yen (small carrier bag) or 1000yen
(larger bags). Any further donations from
anyone would be highly appreciated
(we will be collecting at the party) and
if there is any surplus after sending the
clothes it will be put towards next year's
clothing drive.

Of course, if any re-contracting JETs have
a feng shui attack and want to get rid
of stuff we can accept it too. Please only
give us clothes that are in a reasonable

condition, and donate generously!

PS. If you are not attending the party on
July 12th and can't persuade any of your
friends to take a bag for you, please get
in touch as we may be able to arrange
something.

If you want details of how to send the
clothes to the JRCC yourself, please e-
mail me.

Contact: Laura Graham
080-388-70138
Ifgraham244@hotmail.co.uk

Or: Kimberly Hula
090-7540-2586



introducing the new

PREFECTURAL
ADVISORS

v Q00000000

Greetings all!

Welcome, or welcome back, to Hi-
roshima! I am your new PA (Prefec-
tural Advisor) Greg Beck. I am here for
YOU! as you may experience hardship
adapting to a new culture, xenophobia
bordering on racism, or frustration from
being spoken down to. I want to help
you overcome this and get the most out
of this amazing place! I am no psycholo-
gist or counselor (and those people ARE
here for you too!) but I am happy to
answer questions, give simple advice
when asked or translate when it’s an
emergency.

On a personal note, I am going to be

a CIR living in Hiroshima City, but
wrapping up two years as an ALT in
Kure. I am 24, a University of Arizona
graduate and a Tucson native. My
degree is in Japanese Religion with a
minor in English, and I'm pretty good
at both languages. I love travel, music,
movies, skateboarding, snowboarding
and partying. I am crap with names

so it may take me a few times to learn
yours. Facebook helps. I also tend to
come off as a bit of a know-it-all. This
is not the case. I am a scatter-brain, I go
off on random tangents and I don’t plan
vacations (I just GO). So please forgive
my shortcomings and keep in mind I
just want to help, and share the random
knowledge I have retained from my
life, which includes living a year with a
Japanese family in Kobe for college, a
year on an inaka island (Ondo) and one
more on the main land (Kure) both here
in Hiroshima. Also, I'm taking over for

Justin Ratcliff who has been absolutely
AMAZING, so please be patient while I

learn the ropes too.

Don'’t hesitate to contact me 24-7. Also,
while settling in, don’t worry whether
your problem is too small, just try me
and we'll work it out quickly.

v Qoiomoioooon

Welcome to Hiroshima-ken! I hope
that you will come to love your place-
ment and experience all that Hiro-
shima and Japan have to offer. My
name is Natalie Oram; I am a South
African and one of the two Prefectural
Advisors for the next year. As Prefec-
tural Advisor I am here to help you
with any problems you have including
personal problems, problems with your
school or placement and just supply-
ing answers to any questions you may
have. Other than that if you just want
someone to chat to or hang out with, I
am your girl.

I live in Tadanoumi, which is a tiny
town along the Seto-Inland Sea, at the
base of Mt. Kurotaki. I love my town
and especially Okunoshima Island,
only a ferry ride away and populated
by bunnies. Other than my obvious
bunny love, I enjoy traveling in Japan
and Asia. I also like keeping active by
cycling and hiking. I came to Japan
without any knowledge of Japanese,
so the language is still a mystery I am
deciphering. Even in my third year,

I know there is still so much to learn
about Japan, so please enjoy discover-
ing Japan with me.

V4
W 2.0

v 0ioiiboooog

I’'m not used to self-introductions where
I don’t have to pretend to be a sky-div-
ing, flute-playing, Harry Potter fanatic
who is fluent in Welsh (my Japanese
students believe this - about 30% is
true). So I thought I'd interview myself
- here are some questions asked by vari-
ous people since I arrived in Japan two
years ago:

C0000I000o0I000IMidorii, about
twenty minutes north of downtown
Hiroshima via JR or Astram Line (Arse-
tram Line if you're British.....sorry)

Qo0booNiroiriiNo.

O 000000b00M000NI00ONA village
called Mumbles on the south coast
of Wales in the UK. No, people don’t
go around mumbling all day, and yes,
Wales is a country, not a suburb of
London.

0 o
O0000o0MoNo0iObO0 Llanfairp-
wllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllan-

tysiliogogogoch.

C1000I0000I00ODNCINE000TA com-
bination of early childhood influences
(Japanese lodgers) and horror at the
thought of becoming a lawyer.

O 000000000 0moronOnoNo o
Basically we are under the admin of
Hiroshima Municipal Board of Educa-
tion, and have a different orientation in
August so the BOE can send a defined
group of city ALTs to certain events
such as school seminars, peace lectures
etc.

O 0000000 00Io000I0000io0nn0 om0
000000 Tokashiki Island, Okinawa.



